
































































WW1 Catford 

Edward Kehlstadt was actually born in Germany, in the town of Gebweiler, Alsace (now in 
France). When he became liable for service in the British armed forces in 1916, he was a 
stockbroker’s clerk living with his English-born wife Blanche in (aptly, or unfortunately) in 
Berlin Road, Catford – renamed Canadian Avenue in 1918. Edward Kehlstadt joined the 31st 
Middlesex in March 1917. After training, he joined the 3rd Infantry Labour Company in 
France in June 1917; he served with them for more than a year. Following a spell of leave 
back in the UK in the summer of 1918, he went back out to France, but only until September 
1918. 

 

Edward Kehlstadt’s record of service 

After being admitted to hospital with boils, Edward Kehlstadt was sent back to England at the 
end of September and back to the 31st Battalion. A few weeks later, he died in Cavendish 
Bridge Voluntary Aid Detatchment (VAD) Hospital in Shardlow, Derbyshire, on 21 October 
1918. A few days later, he was buried in Ladywell cemetery. 

Blanche Kehlstadt wrote to the War Office requesting a badge of the Middlesex Regiment as 
a memento of her husband’s service with the unit. Edward’s name appears on the war 
memorial at St Mary’s Church, Lewisham, where he and Blanche had married in 1909. 

 









Hi Matt.  
 
My mother was born in Catford - Ivy Isabella Green at 82 Bradgate Road on 30th 
January 1908. When she was 8 years old her older sister had a boyfriend who was 
a soldier in the war and who used to save her sugar stead of using it herself for her 
sister to send to her boyfriend at war. Mum wanted to be grown up so she decided 
to go without sugar herself to send to the soldier too. From that moment on, Mum 
never took sugar again. 
Mum was the youngest of five children - three brothers and a sister. Sadly one 
brother Edward died quite young. 
 
Mum attended schools and Colleges in Catford where she learned shorthand, and 
St Lawrence's Church which is now no longer there. 
 
My great Uncle Walter Henry Green was voted Mayor of Deptford from I believe 
1920 to 1928. I can check those figures. The votes were counted in Catford Town 
Hall and my grandmother was in the gallery and she became so excited when he 
was chosen that she accidentally threw her hat down from the gallery. 
 
Uncle Walter made his maiden speech in the Houses of Parliament. Again I need to 
check dates. 
 
Mum left Catford for Eltham in 1935.  
She married a soldier in 1945 becoming Ivy Rutherford. 
 
When I started work when I was 18, my first job was in Rushey Green where I 
worked for three years. 
 
Purely by coincidence my son has just moved into a flat in George Lane right next 
to where I had worked and across the road from Bradgate Road. 
 
I will try to remember other things. Sadly my mother died in 1974 at the age of 66. 
She used to enjoy visiting Catford. 
 
My mother became a VAD Red Cross nurse at the Royal Herbert Hospital 
throughout the Second World War. I have a page about this on Facebook called 
Red Cross nurses. 
 
If any of this is relevant, I would love to contribute. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Pamela Green	
















